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habitants of this new country and future com-
munication with them has been raised. Questions
are put and answers are given, discussions give
rise to curious confusions and exaggerations, but
the net result is that an interest is created in
these high questions which raise us above the
vulgarities of ordinary life, and a general knowl-
edge of the universe is advanced. That is the main
thing.

The last occasions on which Mars was in close
proximity to us were 1897, 1899, and 1909.

The remarkable development of public curios-
ity is easily explained by the marvellous achieve-
ments of contemporary astronomy and the ad-
mirable precision of certain results obtained. Un-
less one has a stone instead of a heart and a lump
of fat in the place of a brain, it is difficult not
to feel some emotion over the achievements of
science. If we declare, for instance, that we know
the general geography of Mars better than we
do that of our own planet, the listener or reader
is at first inclined to be somewhat sceptical. But
if we show him, either in a telescope or in a
diagram, the snows of the north or south poles
of Mars, he will admit that nobody has as yet
had a complete view of these regions on the Earth,
in spite of the discoveries of polar explorers, and
he will be convinced that we do know those
Martian regions better than our own poles. That